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LIFE STRUGGLE
iniY Win.

Steamship Guyandotte Cuts
a Float in Two and

Drowns a Man,
.

PASSENGERS SEE HIM SINK.
i

Fought Oamely tor Lite While aj
Tug's Crew Looked on

Without Offering Aid.

WENT TO H!S RESCUE TOO LATE.

Little Explanation for the Accident,
.Which Occurred in the Upper

Bay in the Shadow or

Liberty's S>tatue.

At a point off Liberty Island There the
statue's ciossal figure cast a shadow over

the scene, a big. souare-timbered car float
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Test of Sand as a Cushion t(
The result of the experiments made a

Sandy Hook, Wednesday, to determine th
packed in sacks, as a means of Increaslu
high power guns Is highly gratifying. Sh
guns were fired into a parapet of cement,
surface of a twenty-foot-thick cement w

a thickness of fifteen feet. The other ha
of sand encased in ffaclts.

The loose sand proved by far the 111 or
in their course, and rose toward the stir
least resistance. One only emerged emir
of the cement wall.

was cut almost jp twain at, 3:30 p. m. yeserdayby the steel bows of the Old Doinliionsteamship Guyfindotte. Andrew Matthews,a deckhand oil the float, and the
inly one ou board, was drowned, though
eyewitnesses say that prompt action would
liave saved him.
The car float, known as "No. 1," with

eight flat cars, loaded with manure, on

hoard, was on her way front the foot of
Rivingtou street. East Rlvei\ to the fertilizerworks at Mnrsimus Cove. N. J.< in
tow of the tug Delaware. A long hawser
tttaehed the float to the tug, which laid
ter course for the channel south of Liberty
island.
There was a strong flood tide running

when the tug and float reached rhe upper
bay, and the Delaware had to make a

slight detour to fetch the channel. The
tag was abont to cross the main ship channel,from which the other channel opens,
when the Guyandojtte, bound out for Norfolk,Va. was steaming rapidly down the

She wa -otnniand of Captain
* '' ' cabinpas11walking

Winy rtir.

steamer. Rapid signals were given and
answered. The Guyaudotte's ponderous
engines stopped and then reversed at the
full limit of their power. But it was too
late. Her heavy steel cut-water struck the
float on the starboard side, a little abaft of
amidships, and ground her way through the
heavy timbers as easily as if they had been
made of paper. The big float, almost dividedby the impact, heeled over until she
threatened to capsize and five of the flat
cars turned complete somersaults and droppedinto the water with resounding reports
as the platforms struck the surface. There
was an instant's vision of upturned car
wheels and then the cars sank swiftly,
just as the Guyandotte began to back our
or the uuge weage-snapea rent sue naa
made. '

Matthews had been oti one of the three
curs remaining on the float, but the shock
of the collision threw him overboard. The
friffhtened nassenirers oil the Guvandottc
saw him fall and a groan went up as they
saw the cars go tumbling over after liim.
When the steamer backed elfear, the damagedfloat, at once went to the bottom, and
the fear-Stricken watchers on the Guyandottesaw a head bobbing about on the
water.
The head was that of Matthews. He

struck out for the tug, which lay a short
distance off, with her hawser cut at the
stern to prevent her sharing the float's
fate. The Delaware's crew stood about
her deek looking toward the Guyandotte,
which bad hove to. and the shattered float,
with Its end sticking up. What was the
matter with that tug's crew? the steamer's
passengers wondered. Why did not they
see that hobbing head, that struggling
form, battling hard for life.
In their anxiety the passengers fairly

n11ml*orl r»n tlx* mil nnrl clinn toil nnrl

parations were made to lower a boat from
the Guyandotte.
But, there, the Delaware's crew had seen

the man at last. Smoke belched from her
ffinnel as she turned in a semi-circle and
made for the brave swimmer. Nearer came
the tug, and a deckhand leaned over her
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d Protect Coast Fortifications.
t the Government Proving Grounds on
e relative value of loose sand and sand
g the resistance against projectiles from
ells from twelve, ten and eight inch siege
protected In front by sand. Half of the

all was covered with loose sand, banked to
If was protected with an equal thickness

e effective. The shells were all deflected
face of the sand heaps, in the line of
ely from the sand and exploded In the rear

rail to grab Matthews, but the man was
exhausted, and when the Delaware was
within fifty feet of hhn he suddenly threw
up his hands and. too weak to even utter
a ih'atli wail, sank l'or the last time, The
GnynndottP resumed her voyage, apparentlyundn mnired
Matthews was married ami lived in

Greenwich street. lie was employed by
Carl Smith & Son, who owned the wrecked
float, which was valued at $5,000. The
float and cars will be raised.

JUBILEE FEAST FOR POOR.
Princess of Wales Proposes a Dinner for Un-

fortunates and Starts SubscriptionList with £100.

London, April The Princess of
Wales has written to tbe Lord Mayor
of London pointing out that in the schemes
to commemorate the diamond jubilee of
Queen Victoria in Juno the poorest of
the poor, the tenants of the London slums,
have been overlooked. She says:
"Might I plead that they also should have

a share in the fetes of that blessed Jay,
at"1 so remember to tbe end of their lives

and good Queen, whose reign.
<*'« » ' -n.cn.i

MAMMOTH GUNS i
WERE IMPOTENT :

Not Evena Big Twelve-1 richer
'

Could Bore Far Into
This Sand Heap.

RESULT OF SEVERE TESTS, i
i

Outcome of the Firing Witnessed
by General Miles at Sandy

Hnnk nn WftdnPisdav.
. J

The result of the tests uiaite at the Gov-
eminent Proving Grounds on Sandy Hook
Wednesday afternoon in the presence of
General Nelson A. Miles and the Board of
Ordnance and Fortifications, determines a

most important question in regard to the
improvement of American coast defences.
The success of the tests was especially

gratifying to General Miles. Captain Frank
Heath and all of the other officers who
were witnesses. The object was to de-
termlne the relative value of loose sand as
compared with sand encased in sacks in
protecting concrete narapets against the

j
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Are of modern high power guns. The demonstrationwas thorough and complete. It
left no shadow of doubt as to the su!periorit.v of sand as a cushion for stopping
revolving explosive shells, moving at a

great velocity. .

The experiments cost the Government
alrbiit $10,000. The erection of the parapet
alone necessitated an outlay of between
$5,000 and $6,000. to which the expense injvol veil in firing the big guns, when added,
increases the total several thousand dolToy..*It- tlw, *-V»«V
I*..,. .c v^s LUt U.»i iiia.t »»u .V-SIS

have been made In this country, anil for
that reason assumes more than usual Importance.
The experimental fortress was a mass of

solid concrete, fifty feet long. twenty feet
thick and about fifteen feet high. This
was banked in front with sand, taken from
the beach nearby, and heaped up until it
bad reached- a thickness of uboilt fifteen
feet. One-half of the cement parapet wns
protected with sand encased' In gunny
sacks, the other half with loose sand. The
sacks were plkcd one upon the other, ntueh
after the fashion of building temporary
levees on the banks of AVeStern rivers in
times of floods. The parapet' was only a
short distance from Ctptaiu Heath's residenceand from the office of the I'rovlng
Grounds, ami only a few feet from the
beach.
The range at which the firing was done.

on.-,.-u. .. i-..1.1.- ~i, !
...... ........ ..... .. auun Uiie.

when it Is remembered that eight, ten and
twelve Inch guns were used. These guns*
were mounted on high carriages, so that
the muzzles were. on a level with the top
of the parapet. The muzzles were then
pointed downward, so that the point of
impact was about the middle of the sand
heap. Directly behind the big guns were
cement walls for the protection of the witnessesof the tiring. Further away still is
an observation tower, from which the experimentscould be watched with more
safety, but less precision.
a mirror, nxeu 111 a rrame larger tuan

those 011 a big ..bureau, was employed in a
novel manner to show the rear of the parapetand thus allow the observers to note
the effect," if any, of the tiling upon the
cement wall. This mirror was placed about
fifty feet to the right and rear of the
fortress, and by looking into it either from
t»<- sfjwer*. 1' tower or from the sides of

''rt tin rear of

were the largest kinds of siege guns, fir- I
ing projectiles at a great velocity and for I
i long distance. Although these guns were I
within but a few yards of the obstruc- |
tion at whieli the lire was directed, the
?harge was reduced until .the shell struck
the experimental fortress, only with the
same degree of force which they would
lave expended had a full charge been fired
from a distance of froiu three to four
miles away. The velocity- at which they
struck the parapet was from 1,500 to 1,800
feet per second. 'JThe firing was kept up nearly all of
Wednesday afternoon. Besides General
Miles and Captain Heath it was watched
ay Major Phipps, of the Ordnance Depart
nent: Captain Ayers, recorder of the Board
of Ordnance ana Fortification; Colonel
frank, commander of artillery at Fortress
Monroe; Colonel Haines, of the Engineers, cind ex-Congressman Outhwaite. of Ohio, b
formerly chairman of the Military Committeeof the House of Representatives.
The eight and ten inch guns were first

used. Each time that the command, v.

iFire," was given, there was a puff of
smoke, a deafening explosion and hnmeiiatel.vthe sunlight was. almost obscured
TV a cloud of sand tnat filled the air and
diowered upon the earth for several momentsafterjvard. That was when the thinewas directed at the half of the parapetcovered with loose sand. When the [_
runs were trained upon the side covered
with bans of sand the result was dif-
'front. There was not such a cloud as a
result, but many of the sacks were torn A
men or hurled skyward, and the solidity
)f the mass very greatly disturbed.
Nope of the shells tired into the side

protected by loose sand -came out. a fact
vhlcli demonstrates the superiority of that
nethod of construction. The loose sand,
it the conclusion of the firing, was not
icarly so badly scattered as was tbat in
:he sacks.
As soon as the firing ceased an inspection w

>f the parapet was made to discover what phe results had been. Without exception it
vas found,that the shells, instead of fol- Tl
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lowing the line of fire, which would have 1
lodged them near the base of the fortiftca- ,tlon, had their course deflected, and were
embedded near the top of the heap.
Two of the shells the men who were

shovelling off sand were unable to find
.

near the surface. As they had In no wise
injured the cement wall no lengthy search 1

for them was deemed important. Later
in the week Captain Heath will lnlve thejin
dug out. In order that a complete report of
the results of the experiment can be made.

JUDGE WHEELER DEFENDED.

United States Circuit Court of Apgsals
Issues a Memorandum.

Regarding the. charge of oppression m'ade
on Monday by Frederick A. WlclieUuap
against Judge Wheeler, of the United .

Sjates Circuit Court, the United States Clr-
cult Court of Appeals to-day Issued this *

inemoraudum in part:
"Investigation of the record of the court

shows that the case coming in due course
before Judge Wheeler, Mr. Wlchelman ap-
'pea ring In liis own behalf, was fully lieanl,
the ostse duly considered and decided adverselyto the defendant. Thereafter he
applied for a re-liearlng; his application was

granted.
"The hearing was had before Judge

Wheeler on December 16 and was'by him
decided on December 30. and the decision
mailed from Judge Wheeler's home in
Krattleboro to the clerk of the Circuit
Court. The decision was entered and the;
fact duly recorded' in the docket book on
December 31. 1896. j
"In view of, these facts this court is lit-;

terly at a loss to understand what the
defendant means by his statement that lie
lias been 'oppressed' by Judge Wheeler in
that his ease has not been decided, it is
unfortunate for the defendant that: he has
not retained counsel to attend to his litigation.and all proper consideration may be
given to tne lgnorauec or a layman wiio
undertakes to conduct his own cause; but ;
tu view of the fact tltat tlic entry was
made in the docket book which defendant,
as the clerk of the Circuit Court informs
us. has reneatcdly consulted, his state-
uient in this court that he has been op-
pressed by reason of failure to decide his
case i.s preposterous.

"If we believed that the defendant made
this charge with actual knowledge of the
fact that Ids case bod been decided upon
rehearing It would be proper to take some
action In the way of discipline, but since
It may be that the defendant's lack of in-
telllgence has prevented him from under-
standing the meaning of the entry in tiie
docket, we are willing to give liiiu the
' * ' - 1

1S0NJ GREW 7
O'ER HIS GRAVE.

>uch Is the Allegation of
Widow George, Who

Asks Damages.
>UES A CEMETERY COMPANY

>ays She Was Poisoned While
Weeding Her Husband's RestingPlace at Cypress Hill's.

t &._.

.OST HER HEALTH AND BEAUTY.

iter Recovering Partially Her Features
Were So Disfigured That She Lost

Her Employment, and Now
She Demands $10,000.

Every widow of the devoted sort.one
ho thinks enough of the dear departed to
ull the weeds off his grave with her own
lir hands.will watch with deep Interest

fcOMl', rftooP

-<* 1
r

1
the suit brought by .Mirs. Barbara George
tgainst the Cypress ITills 'emetery Company.
Mrs. George is a widow of the kind describedalsove. If she had been a widow of

iny other kind she would not have eared
aow thick the weeds grew in plot No. 6,857,
Cypress Hills, and hence she would not
have destroyed her health and her beautv
with the poison ivy which.her complaint
alleges is permitted to nourish in the cemeterylike a green bay tree.
According to Widow George's lawyers,

the directors of the Cypress Hills Cemetery
should be compelled, in default of getting
rid :of the noxious weeds, to post warnings
reading something like this:
v -v -I-f> SENTIMENTAL WIDOWS .J.
T and other sorrowing survivors are

^ hereby cautioned against approaching
.j. the graves with ungloved hands for ,

fear of damage by ^i- POISON OAK!
® t

v !* v *!- *'* o
The plaintiff fn this novel suit, which lias

>een begat) in the Supreme < 'ourt of Kings
bounty, lives at Xo. 627 Warren street,
Srooklyn. She claims $10,(00 damages from
tlie Cemetery Company.,
Mrs. George was widowed in May. 1801.

in order to support herself and her ilaugh-
IT, wild wan li«ti twene yea rs urn. sue
look a place in Wnrrager's bakery. No. 34
Ltond street, Brooklyn. Her attractive exeriorrendered her singularly eligible for
lie task of selling chocolate eclairs and
ream puffs.
In tlie meantime she had not forgotten

lie late George. Every Sunday, rain or
thine, she visited his grave with her little
girl, and as often she took (lowers wlieretvithto decorate it. in deference to the
ustoms of the place, she paid a monthly
ttipeud to one of the employes, with the
liulerstauding that he should keep the
around in good order and free from weeds.
Hence it happened that, on June fit). 18P5.

Mrs. George found her husband's grave in
such an untidy condition that she took otT
ler gloves, went down 011 her knees and
aroeeedPd Jo root up the rank growths that
rud been permitted to cover it. She had
lot SlUUieil UOIUU.V mm UIII 1101 miun [iuisdh
ivy from j! 111 son weed. ,

Widow Geoi'ge was taken ill on her way
home. As the day advanced her limbs
hegaa to swell and her skin to crack. Duringsucceeding days and weeks she suffered
from a virulent eruption and her face be

ameunrecognizable. The physicians who
were called In to attend her diagnosed her
case as one of ivy poisoning, and predicted
that she would suffer from it for the remainderof her life. For eighteen months
she was a prisoner.
Then she was able to ei 'if. thickly

veiled, but when Warragei >aker. saw
'> 41 no

'

STRANGE h. ICt
OF MBit FLOO

Husband and Wife Are Unite
After Eight Years'

S paration.
PARTED AT JOHNSTOWN.

Each Searched Long in Vain and
Each Believed That the

ruu,...
\>UI^I I IQU I ^lldllCU,

MET AGAIN IN THE STREET.

Recognition Was Mutual, and with the
Money That Each Had Saved Thev

Go Back to The:r Old
Home in Virginia.

rvoanoae, va., April »u..a remarKaoiy
strange case of separation and subsequent
reunion came to light in this city to-day.
John T. Sharkey, a resident of Buchanan
County, this State, decided several years
ago that he would go to Johnstown, Pa., to
work in one of the factories there.
Before going he married a young girl of

that county. The couple arrived in Johnstownabout one month before the great
flood on May 31, 1889, and rented a cottage,where they began housekeeping.
On the evening of the fatal day on which

the creater nortion of Johnstown was ,te.

Btroyed they were standing in the doorwayof their home speculating on the futureand planning a visit to their old home
the following Summer. While they were

talking a mighty rush was heard, and the
water, which had been loosened by the
jreaking dam, came with a maddening rush
Jown- the valley. Mr. and Mrs. Sharkey,
perceiving the imminent danger which
threatened them, started for the hills.

Eack.Thongbt the Other Lost.
in the confusion they became separated,

ind each thought the other had perished
mtil yesterday, when they met face to face
in one of the principal streets of this city.
Each of them was caught in the water,
>ut both were fortunately rescued.
After Mr. Sharkey had recovered from

the shock atending his narrow escape he
at ouce started on a search for his wife,
ind continued his endeavors until he gave
up In despair. Hoping that she might
lave been rescued, he inserted an advertisement;in several papers, but this, too,
ivas without result. After spending about
a month in and around Johnstown he concludedto return to his Virginia home, but
his means being limited, he was obliged
to secure work first in Philadelphia and
later In Baltimore, Alexandria and Norfolk.
Mrs. Sharkey says that when the water

struck her she was fleeing: for her life
did ran on until she could go no further,
the fell, and the next thing she knew she
was lying on 'he ground and heard the
story of the awful calamity. She regainedin the neighborhood for about two
weeks, sharing the trials of the thousands
if flood sufferers, but unable to make
diligent search for her missing husband.

Her Inquiries In Vain.
When she finally recovered she made all

inquiries possible, and hearing nothing of,
i'At?. seC-lVld toymen f at, one of the
farm houses near Johnstown, where she
remained for two years.
Havliur In that time saved enough money

i-/, nor hor n«asni»o to Virginia she decided
to come South, but was persuaded to go to,
Pittsburg as a nurse. She remained thera
until 1895. when she came to Salem, Va.,
a town of about 3.000 inhabitants, near
this cltr.
There she was einployed as a nurse in

the home of a preacher, and there she remaineduntil yesterday. On Wednesday
Sharkey arriyed here from Norfolk on hia,
way to Buchanan, and in walking up Salem
avenue met the wife he had long since
given up as dead. The recognition was ,
mutual, and with a glad cry they threw
themselves into each other's arms.
Explanations followed, nnd as each duringthe years of their separation had saved

up some money, they decided to return
at once to Buchanan County.

DICKEY GONE ASTRAY/
He Wandered from mis uwn ounsnine, ana

the Davenports Sigh for Their
Pet Canary.

The flight of a pet canary last Sunday to

parts unknown has brought sorrow to the
hearts of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Davenport,
of No. 59 West Thirty-eighth street, who
are the parents-in-law of Dr. Clement
Cleveland, with whom they reside.
»- .Porur- years ago the bird, Dickey, was

given to the Davenports by a friend. The
couple became very fond of their pet.
Kindness had made him very tame, and lie
was allowed more liberty than is usually
accorded to pet birds. Occasionally,Mn the
morning, the doors of ills bright gilded cage
would bo thrown open, and Dickey Would
fly out blithely into the sunshine that alwaysflooded a portion of the floor.
Though he had been allowed this privilegefor years, until last Tuesday Dickey

had never exhibited the' slightest desire to
wander from his own sunshine. Then, alas,
lie took It into his pretty head to explore
the world outside of the window, which
had been thoughtlessly left open. That was
the last seen of the songster.
The Davenports, after many useless in-

qulries, inserted an advertisement in a
paper, offering a liberal reward for the returnof Dickey. As no one lias yet called
to claim the reward, they fear some cruel
cat has made a meal of the little truant.

HAMMERSTEIN'S NEW IDEA.

Will Frcduce "La Poupee" and a Burlesque
of It at the Same Time.

Oscar Hammerltein has conceived a new

scheme for the utilization of burlesque.
Instead of waiting for the inspiration of
some successful production at another
house, lie purposes to bring forth the productionand ils burlesque at the same time.
His first trial of this scheme will be next
Fall.
By the time the comic opera, "La

Poupee" is ready for its first presentation
in the Olympla Theat.e, a one-act burlesqueof it will lie ready for the Olympis
Music Hail, and the two will be presentee
simultaneously as long: as rue puuiie wi;

have them. It is probable that Josep
Herbert will write the burlesque of "I
l'oupee."

Votes of the Theatres.
For the benefit performance for Captain )

ler hv the Gilbert Dramatic Society, antler

auspices of a committee consisting of Brool
most prominent citizens, the auction st

l>oxes will take place on the stage of the
eniy to-da.v at 4' o'clock. General Hore
ICing wilt be the auctioneer.
Katberlue Grey has signed 'with the C

Stock Company, of Washington, 1). C.
Sun-.uier engagement. She is to be Their
woman, and opens May 17. She has feh
with Mitx Bleltnan for next season to

most Important part in a piece which
wr'tten for ber.
There will be a benefit performance

nigbt. May 9, at the Fifth Avenue "

John I.. Vincent,, the veteroi nrodtte
and drama. He-'" " p

in the cor


